THIRD  REPUBLIC   AND  THE  CHURCH
issue of 5th February 1898 said that " the Jew was created by
God to be a spy wherever treason was being plotted. . . , The
real judicial error was that Jews should ever have been granted
French citizenship. That law must be abrogated, not in France
only but in Germany, Austria and Italy. The Jews are masters
of the Republic, which is not so much French as Hebrew. They
reign over foreign as well as domestic policy; it was through
Jewish money and intrigues that France abandoned to England
her rights in Egypt. It was the Zionist Congress of Bale that
decided to press for the innocence of Dreyfus and formed a
syndicate, financed with German money. They have bought
consciences and papers all over Europe.*' Page after page
could be filled with similar quotations, for exhuming which we
are tempted to apologize to our readers; but the violence of
reprisals can be understood only in relation to the violence
of the onslaught.
Two main bodies can be discerned in the attacking forces,
those frankly aiming at a complete revolution, at the overthrow
of the Republic, and those who would have been content to
use the affair for the constitutional transfer of power within the
existing framework from the parties of the Left to those of
clerical Conservatism, realizing that public opinion would not
tolerate the disappearance of all Republican forms. The first
body might well have won over the second to its point of view
had it been the more numerous and formed a compact mass;
but its numbers were never very large and it had no united
leadership or aim : some were frank Monarchists ; others, like
DeroulMe, wanted a military dictatorship; others talked of
Bonaparte. Their divisions always prevented that united attack
which might have succeeded, and just saved the Republic.
It is doubtful how far the Republican system as such was
really in serious danger. None of the actual plots against it got
within measurable success. Anti-Semite riots occurred in
several of the chief towns of France and, particularly, in Algeria;
but, deplorable as these were, they led to nothing. More serious
was the Royalist conspiracy of October 1898 : a crowd was to
invade the Chamber of Deputies while the Minister for War,
General Chanoine, was to overthrow the Cabinet by a sudden